
Denver Botanic Gardens Department of Research and Conservation 

Volunteer Image Policy 

 

Denver Botanic Gardens Research staff, volunteers, interns, and students are all stakeholders working 
toward a common goal of collection improvement for the sake of biodiversity research. Through our 
work it is not uncommon that we create new assets such as voucher specimens, data describing objects, 
images, etc. Due to the dissemination of our work through publically available online databases, tracking 
and enforcing the usage rights of digital assets is a complicated and difficult task. To ensure that the 
expectations regarding rights and attribution are both well-defined and are able to be met, we provide 
the following policy regarding image processing and the licensing rights of any digital asset that is turned 
over by a volunteer to the Denver Botanic Gardens Department of Research and Conservation. 

 

Any image or data associated with a voucher specimen, field work, laboratory work, or herbarium work 
that is to be published online (MyCoPortal, SEINet, SCAN, or elsewhere) or to be donated to the Denver 
Botanic Gardens for use is subject to the following: 

• A full resolution version of the image must be provided and saved to the Q drive. 
 

• Image files are to be saved and filed according to the ImageNamingConventions protocol 
 

• All appropriate and available metadata associated with an image must be provided and assigned 
according to the Field Photography and Image Processing Protocol 
 

• Images will be issued a Creative Commons Universal (CC0 1.0) License, dedicating the image to 
the public domain. Therefore, images will retain no copyright. 
 

Images that do not meet the above criteria or that are not intended for use by the Denver Botanic 
Gardens may not be stored at the gardens, physically nor digitally. 
 
 
 
Volunteer Print Name:____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Volunteer Signature: _______________________________________________Date: _____________ 

 
 
 
 
Department Representative: ________________________________________Date: ______________ 



Additional Information on Creative Commons Universal License 

CC0 is a one-way street. Once you apply CC0 to your work you can’t change your mind later and re-
assert copyright or database rights over the work. In some cases, it’s hard to decide if something 
qualifies for copyright protection (for example, a database of mostly factual data). Even then, CC0 can be 
a useful way to assure others that you have committed to surrendering any possible copyright 
protection you may have. 

The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public domain by 
waiving all of his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, including all related and 
neighboring rights, to the extent allowed by law. 

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all without 
asking permission.  

In no way are the patent or trademark rights of any person affected by CC0, nor are the rights that other 
persons may have in the work or in how the work is used, such as publicity or privacy rights. 

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated a work with this deed makes no 
warranties about the work, and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to the fullest extent permitted 
by applicable law. 

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/Frequently_Asked_Questions#When_are_publicity_rights_relevant.3F

